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tures flourish in the wider world, a fact which I quite realize,
which I am not in danger of forgetting; but the universities
too play a part in the study of languages, and indirectly in
the promotion of literatures.
In our system of education, the next step that must be
taken is that when any regional university is established, the
language of the region should he compulsorily taught. Along
with that I want that a neighbouring language also should be
made compulsory. That was suggested as early as about
1884 by the late distinguished Honourable Mr. G. V. Joshi
of Maharashtra, a co-worker of the late Justice Ranade. But
I do not think sufficient attention has been given to that
suggestion. For instance, if I have a university in Maha-
rashtra, I would make Marathi compulsory for the B.A, and at
the same time make Kannada or Gujarati also compulsory.
If you adopt this system throughout India, you will find that
a greater study of the different languages, regional and
neighbourly languages, will be conducted at these places and
throughout the provinces.
Then, of course, we should exchange professors and
exchange students from one province to another. They
should go, not for four days only to enjoy the hospitality of
a state like Jaipur or some other state, but should move
among the people, feel the pulse of the people and their
literature for a time and enter into the soul of the people.
If you do this, you will be able to catch the spirit and you
will easily see that throughout India the spirit is the same.
The interplay is there, but there is want of circulation, which
of course you can promote by the method I have just
suggested.
The translations are there, but I am not a very great
believer in translations. There are certain things which are
untranslatable, like the spirit. You can understand it only
by moving among the people. You cannot catch it in the
stray phrases occurring within the covers of a book. I want
this type of thing to be done on a greater scale than now
and I suggest that some such practical steps be taken by
even the members of the P.E.N. of the different centres and
their representative writers who are here. They should
advocate our ideals among the people, without always